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February 8, 2002 Contact: John R. Kemp

REGENTS SEEK HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS’ HELP IN NEW COLLEGE ADMISSIONS
STANDARDS INFORMATION CAMPAIGN

BATON ROUGE – The Louisiana Board of Regents staff has asked high school students for

their suggestions in developing an information campaign designed to make students aware of the new

statewide college admissions standards that go into effect by 2005.

Commissioner of Higher Education Joseph Savoie said this appeal to high school students is

one part of the Regents’ overall strategy to inform as many people as possible about the new

standards.

“We have contacted school superintendents, principals, guidance counselors, teachers and

parents,” he said. “Now we are going directly to students. When you are trying to get important

information to young people, it makes sense to ask them for their suggestions in going about it.”

In recent weeks, Regents’ staff members have held a series of focus groups with students at

Baton Rouge Magnet High School, LSU Lab School, Glen Oaks High School, Southern University

Lab School and Donaldsonville High School. Each group contained approximately a dozen 9th

graders, the first group of high schools who will be affected by the new admissions standards. 

Additional focus groups are being planned.

During these sessions, students participated in lengthy discussions, concerning preferences in

colors, advertising messages and slogans. The students discussed postsecondary education, the new

admission criteria and the best strategies to inform students about the importance of academic

preparation in planning their academic future.

“They were a tremendous help,” Savoie said. “As a result of these discussions, we are now in

a better position to reach those who will be most affected by this new policy. We will use the
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students’ thoughts and suggestions as we design our student web link and other promotional pieces

designed to inform students about the new admission standards and the educational opportunities

available to them after high school graduation.  In addition, we have shared the students’ ideas with

enrollment managers at our colleges and universities to assist them as they design their own messages

and events for this group of students.”

As a result of Louisiana’s new Master Plan for Public Postsecondary Education, all public

four-year universities will adopt admission criteria by fall 2005.  The minimum requirements state

that all students must successfully complete the Regents (currently the TOPS) core curriculum and

have one of the following: an ACT score of 20, a grade point average of 2.0 or a certain high school

graduation rank.  Universities may choose to adopt higher standards, so students are encouraged to

check with their campus of interest regarding the requirements.

Last month, the Regents mailed 60,000 letters to the parents of 9th grade students informing

them of the new requirements.  In addition, the Regents have established a parent web link to provide

additional information.  The web site address is www.regents.state.la.us.  The Regents’ student web

link is now being developed.  
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